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Enquiry/Request: 
Regarding application from Dartford Social Club's for extension to the permitted hours 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
I write regarding the application from Dartford Social Club to extend their hours of sale. I 
wish to object to the proposed extension based on the following grounds.  
 
Firstly, I work for Kent Police and so am aware of the issues created by anti-social drinking. 
Drinking in the town centre already caused a vast array of issues for local residents including 
noise, litter, damage and general behaviour related to the behaviours of people that drink to 
excess. The town already includes several premises where drinking beyond midnight is 
permitted and I believe these venues are sufficient. Dartford Social club is set slightly out of 
the town centre, meaning there is not easy access to taxi services increasing drink driving 
concerns. The premises already displays disregard for the residents of Instone House and with 
the Copperhouse Green development nearing completion, the population in this area will 
soon increase significantly. The rear fire door is always open which is where the customers of 
the social club congregate to smoke. This is not a designated area for smoking and the club 
have no provisions for the waste cigarette ends, meaning that they end up on the floor. They 
are also allowed to enter the street with their drinks whilst they smoke, leading to smashed 
glass and people loitering in the street. This area is no more than 10ft from the nearest 
resident of Instone House. A byproduct of the fire door being left open is that the loud noise 
of music and customers comes from the club and can be heard by all the residents of Instone 
House. This currently goes until 2300 which is manageable. However, if this was to be 
extended to 0100, this would significantly impact on the lives of the residents. I have also 
previously directly witnessed a male urinating in the street from the club in a recent daytime 
event held by the club. I believe this shows the club already does little to control the 
associated anti social behaviour created as a result of their activities. An extension of their 
hours will allow these behaviours to not only continue, but to worsen as people drink more, 
later into the evening impacting on the local residents.  
 
Additionally, as the fire door is used as a smoking area, this creates concerns around the 
safety of the social club. The building adjoins to Instone House and so any issues with fire 
would significantly impact on Instone House. There are also no security that monitor this area 
of the club increasing the likelihood for fights and other associated behaviour with alcohol. I 
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do not routinely see security on the site, which with the current hours I do not believe is a 
problem. Should the hours be extended, I believe that security would be a must to manage the 
street drinking and the exit from the club to minimise the impact of loitering intoxicated 
individuals. It has very recently been shown with Atik and The Clipper that if the exit of 
customers is not properly managed late at night, it leads to loitering individuals which then 
increases tensions between the intoxicated people leading to violence, criminal damage and 
disorderly behaviour. The safety of Instone House residents is also impacted by the parking at 
the social club. Customers routinely park on the pavement near to the underpass in order to 
use the club. When I say park on the pavement, this is not two wheel on the pavement. The 
vehicles mount the curb in the bus stop and park side by side and stack themselves up 
meaning multiple vehicles are all parked in the same location blocking the path. The vehicles 
are also occasionally stationary in this location with their engines running. The window to 
flat 1, Instone House is on top of where these vehicles park and myself and my partner in flat 
8 on the second floor can smell the engine fumes in our bedroom when this happens. 
Increased as we approach summer and if we want to leave our windows open. This is 
unacceptable and completely unnecessary when the Priory Center car park is opposite the 
club. This is just another example of the failure by the management of the social club to 
respect their neighbours and manage their customers impacting on local residents.  
 
Above I have set out how the club already impacts on the lives of residents and how an 
extension of their permitted times will negatively impact on the families that live here. I 
wholeheartedly object to this extension. Myself and my partner as well as all the residents 
moved in next door to a social club with the expectation of some noise as per their current 
permitted times. An extension of this now would not be fair and is not what the residents 
displayed they were happy with when moving into the town. Another establishment with late 
drinking in the town does not make the area one of qualify, choice and safety as I have set out 
above. It would negatively impact on the local community, environment and not make 
Dartford an enjoyable place to live, work and enjoy leisure time.  
 
I was only made of the application to extend hours today as the club have failed to notify the 
residents. I will also be putting this into a letter which I will post ASAP. I also have a recent 
video displaying the noise, parking and loitering individuals should you require it.  
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Mr George Stephens and Miss Amelia Hurley 


